
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO B1W REGION

ORDER NO. 89-036

ISSUING WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

u. S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, SAN FRANCISCO DISTRIcr
SUISUN BAY CHANNEL MAINTENANCE DRECGING
CONTRA COSTA AND SOlANO COUNTIES

The california Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region (the Board), finds that:

1. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, San Francisco District (hereinafter
the discharger) has proposed to dredge 200,000 cubic yards of material
from Suisun Bay Channel. The proposed activity is the maintenance
dredging of Suisun Bay Channel for fiscal year 1989. The project
purpose is to ensure the continued navigability of the Federally
authorized channel. The discharger by application dated February 24,
1989 has applied for issuance of waste Discharge Requirements for the
proposed maintenance dredging.

2. The discharger's dredging proposal will remove a=:unulated sediments
in the Suisun Bay Channel. The project includes: (1) maintenance
dredging the existing Federal channel of an estimated of 200,000 cubic
yards of sand sediment by hydraulic (e.g. self-propelled hopper;
hydraulic cutter head) or mechanical (e.g. clamshell) dredge to a
depth of -37 feet MLIW including a one foot allowable overdepth; and
(2) disposal of the material by either self-propelled hopper or dump
scow at the COE designated Suisun Bay aquatic disposal site.

3. The project is scheduled for approximately 60 days beginning May 15,
1989 to July 15, 1989.

4. The discharger as a lead agency has determined that the proposed
project and its impacts are similar to those considered in the Final
Composite Environmental Statement on Maintenance Dredging, Existing
Navigation Projects, San Francisco Bay Region, california, December
1975. Therefore, no further environmental documentation is required to
comply with NEPA for the 1989 maintenance dredging. In addition, the
proposed maintenance dredging is exempt from CEQA pursuant to Section
15304 (g) of the Resource Agency Guidelines because the material is to
be deposited at a site formally approved by the Corps of Engineers.

5. The Board adopted a revised water Quality Control Plan for the San
Francisco Bay Region (the Basin Plan) on December 17, 1986. The Basin
Plan contains water quality objectives for San Francisco Bay.
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